NORTHAMPTONSHIRE POLICE

DECISION RECORD OF

COUNTY DOMESTIC ABUSE FORUM MEETING 

HELD ON

THURSDAY 5 OCTOBER 2006

AT POLICE HEADQUARTERS

	NO
	SUBJECT/DISCUSSION
	ACTION/BY

	1
	ATTENDANCE

Glynis Bliss – VS (Chair); Rachel Duncan – VS; Christine Kellerman – Supporting People; Hamida – Wellingborough Women’s Aid; Fiona Campbell – CPS; Linda Grant – Northampton Sunflower Centre; Janet Frost  - Kettering Sunflower Centre; Chris Hamson – Probation; Louise Cahill – EhHHasfdadsfsdfHNC; Elaine Guarnieri – NCC; Andy Hibbs – Northants Police NCPE (DA); PS Mark Behan – Northants Police; Annette Moffat – Northants Police (Decision Record); Sharon Stringer – NCC re Agenda Item 5


	

	2
	APOLOGIES

Paula Orr; Peter Kay; Jacqui Johnson; Andrea Wheeler; Supt Richard James; DCI Tina Wetherall; Grace Ononiwu; Cara Payne
	

	3

3.1

3.2
	DECLARATION OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Rachel Duncan

DVEC

Dates for 2007
	

	4

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

4.8

4.9

4.10

4.11

4.12


	MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES/ACTION GRID

The minutes from the last meeting had been previously circulated and were agreed as read.

Update re Northampton/County monies - LG advised that following extensive work, they are satisfied that all monies in the account belong to the Northampton Forum, which is approximately £4k.  At their next meeting they will be considering how this money can be best spent.

Norfolk Sanctuary - RD undertaken some research in this regard and the Northampton Forum has received some documents from the Norfolk Scheme.  It has been felt to be a beneficial Scheme where it has been established and it was felt that this County Forum would benefit from Housing Department being present at their meetings. County Forum to look at Countywide Good Practice.

Website Business Case – completed and sent out.

Feedback re Website Business Case – couple of positive responses received.  No objections so carried on with necessary work.

Soft Launch – covered in Communications Strand Sit Rep.

Formal Launch - Covered in Communications Strand Sit Rep.

FGM – main agenda item.

FGM report – main agenda item.

Lack of Perpetrator Strand Sit Rep – been prepared by CH for today’s meeting.  Judith Horsefield’s successor been off sick for a while so this is causing an issue. 

Re-listing arrangements for Magistrates’ Courts - FC advised that negotiations have taken place.  Not got final document ready yet, but should be ready in the next couple of weeks or so.

BME Report – no growth within Grant Funding for next year.  Progressing issue through the Victims Strand.

Feedback on BME Report – RD advised not received feedback but felt that this could be progressed through the Victims Strand.  LG stated that she had been experiencing difficulties with interpreters for Polish women in particular and this is causing big financial implications for the Police.  This also needs to be considered through Victims Strand.  Following discussion it was felt that this was an issue that could be raised with local MP; also nationally and regionally.
	RD email documents to Forum members.

RD approach Housing Dept for rep to attend.

RD email District/Borough Councils to say this issue has been discussed at this Forum and looking at Norfolk as model for this County and seeking to set up a meting of all rep’s.

Discharge

Discharge

Discharge

Reconsider Lead Officer for Perpetrator Strand – CH/RD

FC update next meeting.

RD liaising with Laney Holland and Suzanne Wheeler

Victims Strand to report back progress to next meeting.

EG contact Network.

RJ write letter to MPs highlighting this issue

	5

5.1

5.2
	FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION (FGM)

Sharon Stringer attended the meeting and read an account of a 10 year old girl who had been genitally mutilated.  She advised that girls aged between 3 - 13 are being taken out of this country during the summer holidays to have this done, thus giving them a longer recovery period.  However, some never return as they then go into arranged marriages.   Discussion re the issue of an excisor existing in Northampton and the fact that the community needs to be aware that this is an illegal act.  The meeting was also advised that Rufia from NBA is going to Bangladeshi to speak to women who intend to come to this country as to what practices are acceptable here and those that aren’t.  She is also making a video to show them.  

SS advised the meeting that a Conference re FGM is being held on 31 October, 10 am – 5pm at Sixfields Stadium and everyone would be welcome to attend.
	Each Sponsor send Conference information to all members of their Working Group for consideration re attendance.

	6 

6.1

6.1.1

6.1.2

6.1.3
	LCJB/SSCB UPDATE

Specialist DV Courts – GB advised that she had prepared an interim report to SSCB recently in this regard, and also to Judicial Issues Group (JIG).  This was remitted on behalf of the County Forum asking them to support the concept of a Specialist Court and to support the 3 areas of work that felt needed their commitment to advance.  This received overwhelming support.  

The three areas of work are as follows:

Countywide project re: data collection/sharing – this received overwhelming support.  Chair of SSCB will meet the new County PCT Chief Executive in this regard.  Also, Ann-Marie Hawkins, NCC, will look at what NCC could do to support.  All SSCB members can also be used as a lever to progress.

MARAC – sign up given by Chief Officers to this.   Chris Mallender will be discussing with DCC Logan re sitting this under MAPPA and for them to take the lead on developing this.  Discussion then ensued re an issue in the last DA Forum minutes re Anne Jackson undertaking some work re DV Courts and felt it would be helpful to contact her in this regard. JF advised that she was seeking to visit Cardiff’s MARAC together with C/Inspector Mick Stamper.

Received sign up re reporting on inter-agency training.  

The above 3 principles have been adopted and the DA Forum will be supported in dB driving this forward.

GB advised that this interim report also went to the JIG.  Verbal response back was that JIG also supported the concept and this could be done by normal listing process and also fast tracking.  FC advised that on this side of the county they are setting aside half a day specifically to deal with DV trials so this is a form of fast-tracking.  

GB stated that the final report will go the December JIG and she will report further to this Forum in due course.
	RD to email AJ for this information

JF report back and provide outline of how model could work in this county

GB to update at future meeting

	7

7.1

7.2
	COUNTY CO-ORDINATOR REPORT

Training Issue – Following discussion, it was agreed that the existing training package is now out of date and needs to be re-written.  

Health – Trying to engage with Health to get someone to attend this Forum as Mary Burrows has now left.  However, they are saying that there are enough reps already attending and will not offer a replacement for MB.
	RD to email Chairs and put forward the idea that there may be members willing to be trained to be trainers.

Suggestion that a Training Sub-Group be formed with a rep from each Strand and each local Fora

RD to produce a briefing note for Chris Mallender and take through that route in the first instance

	8

8.1

8.2

8.2.1

8.2.2

8.3

8.3.1

8.3.2

8.3.3

8.4

8.5

8.6

8.7

8.8

8.9

8.10


	S1IT REP’S

Children’s

As circulated.

Perpetrator’s

CH discussed IDAP paper re Relate.  GB queried the outcome of IDAP.  CH advised he will be notified at the end of the year.

HO Funding - £15k.  Discussion around this as it was felt that this was within the Northampton SLA therefore this work should be happening.

Victim’s 

1 Mapping document emailed out to all partners involved in the research asking for feedback.

2 Meeting 13 October

4 SSC Funding applications – need to be in by 3 November 2006 for a decision on the 9th.  Discussion was held around RD’s post and it was agreed that the Forum wanted RD to continue in the post.  The placing of the post was not important as long as ring-fenced within job description with clear accountability.  Reservations about how feasibly that will be maintained.   Forum needs to take responsibility to monitor this.  CK, Supporting People, suggested investigating the placing of RD within her Department which means she would sit within NCC but will be ring-fenced and not used for other NCC work.

Communications

Website – RD advised that the Company who had given the initial quote had ceased trading but the main contact from that Company has gone freelance and RD continuing work with her.

Justice

No written update, however a meeting has been held out of which 4 sub-groups being formed so that all work is picked up and actioned.

Corby/Kettering

As circulated.

Wellingborough

Induction Pack

East Northants

Pads and Paws – Currently only exists in East Northants area.

Northampton

Huge amount of new members who are proving quite responsive.

Daventry/South Northants – Next meeting scheduled for 6 Oct cancelled.  PK may be giving up chairmanship.  Discussion around merging Daventry/South Northants with Northampton but felt that this would be too large a geographical area.
	CH to update future meeting

CH to clarify the position re these bids in a letter out to organisations within a week

EG liaise with CK

EG to put a bid together to this effect

RD to put this as an increased risk on Sit Rep.

FC’s legal Department to look at the contract once received.

RD will be approaching people for help.

JF pass male contact to RD.

H circulate this to Forum members

C Payne to share the Project Plan with other local Fora’s.

RD to liaise with PK re his Fora.  Ascertain members who could be approached to be new Chair.

	9

9.1

9.2
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

DV Enforcement Campaign (DVEC) – Information received from Sue Bryant at GOEM in this regard.  This is a project that all Forces will be involved with for innovation bids.  Multi-Agency Sub-Group being formed to drive forward.  Suggested putting into an existing Group, eg Communications, rather than setting up another group.

Dates/Venues for 2007

Tuesday 6 February – Kettering (JF)

Tuesday 3 April – East Northants (CP)

Thursday 7 June – Wellingborough (H)

Tuesday 8 August – Daventry (PK)

Thursday 4 October – Northampton Police HQ (AM)

Tuesday 4 December – Kettering (JF)

All meetings 10 am – 12 m/d.


	JF, CP, H, PK, AM and JF to confirm venues with RD

	10
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Friday 8 December @ 10 am at CPS, Cliftonville, Northampton.
	FC to book room and advise RD/AM
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